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EMERGENCY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS — FUEL CARD 
141. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Can the minister please provide some examples of how this Liberal–National government is supporting 
emergency service volunteers such as volunteer firefighters and ambulance services in our community? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I am really pleased that the member for Girrawheen knows what this is about. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen and minister, calm down. Direct comments through the Chair. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: We know that the volunteers in our emergency service network do a fantastic job, 
particularly recently with the Yarloop and Esperance fires that had very, very tragic outcomes. In many cases 
they were fighting fires in some very difficult circumstances. This is particularly the case in regional areas, 
where in many cases we do not have the paid or employed firefighting services, and having volunteers at a fire in 
a timely way is extremely significant and obviously helps protect these communities. A number of areas of 
government have provided assistance through the Minister for Emergency Services. Some $15.4 million, 
including $12.3 million from royalties for regions, has provided some new equipment to protect firefighters in 
their vehicles if they happen to get caught or trapped in their vehicles during a fire. 
A lot of training needs to occur to support the volunteer firefighting effort. During the last election campaign, we 
announced the introduction of a volunteer fuel card, which in no way compensates the many volunteers who put 
a lot of effort into our emergency response but is certainly recognition for the effort that they put in. 
Royalties for regions funds totalling $7.9 million was also supported by resources from consolidated funds for 
those groups up in the hills. I am really pleased to see that about 85 per cent of the eligible brigades have applied 
for the volunteer fuel card. They received that over the past week or so. It amounts to $2 000 for each of those 
groups in recognition of the effort they put in. We could not do without them. This is a very small price for the 
government to pay in support of that volunteer effort. 
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